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ATTORNEY GENERAL FACES POTENTIAL CONFLICTS

When the trustees of the state’s
Deferred Compensation Plan have
legal questions they turn to the at-
torney general’s office, despite the
fact that the company holding the
non-bid contract to administer the
multi-million dollar program is
owned in part by Attorney General
Warren Price’s wife and is repre-
sented by her law firm.

Price’s 1989 marriage to attor-
ney-lobbyist Sharon Himeno illus-
trates the difficulties that a two-
career family faces when both are
involved in public life and political
affairs. Their marriage has entan-
gled Price in a web of financial and
political relationships which, like
this one, carry the danger of actual
or potential conflicts of interest.

Questions about such conflicts
were not raised during legislative
hearings on Price’s reappointment
as Attorney General which were
held earlier this year, and he easily

won Senate approval.
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ing something in a campaign
speech, I've never heard of it.”

Both Price and Himeno said
that any conflicts can be handled
by stepping aside from actions af-
fecting their mutual interests.

However, because in public life
appearances are often as important
as substance, such concerns could
potentially be damaging to any po-
litical aspirations which Price
might have. Although Price denies
having any political plans or ambi-
tions, his name has surfaced re-
peatedly as a possible candidate for
Governor in 1994,

The Himeno connection

Sharon Himeno is the daughter
of Stanley T. Himeno, best known
as the longtime owner of Airport
Volkswagen and developer of the
Honolulu International Country
Club in the Salt Lake area of Hono-
lulu. The senior Himeno has also
been involved in other develop-
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and years.”

Price and Sharon Himeno were
associated with the same down-
town law firm beginning in the ear-

Attorney General Warren
Price’s marriage has
entangled him in a web of
financial relationships
which carry the danger of
actual or potential
conflicts of interest.

ly 1980’s, and both were active in
John Waihee’s successful 1986
campaign for governor. In a De-
cember 1986 interview with the
Honolulu Advertiser, Price credit-
ed Sharon with drawing him into
the Waihee campaign as advisor
and legal counsel.

Following the election, Price

was appointed Attorney General
and Qhavrnn

Himmana wrant intn
















