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Background on the Spring 2006 anonymous "smear"  
Turtle Bay expansion controversy 

Attachments:

1) Anonymous letter mailed to 
reporters (two pages)

2) Response by Shuyler "Lucky" Cole 
(one page)

An anonymous letter was mailed in late March or early April 
2006 to a number of Hawaii reporters smearing prominent 
opponents of the resort expansion with allegations and 
innuendo.

The letter targeted the Cole family, including famous surfer 
and environmentalist Peter Cole and his brother, "Lucky" Cole, 
along with Carol Phillips and Mark Cunningham, who have 
actively opposed the expansion of the Turtle Bay Resort.

In a telephone interview, Peter Cole said the smear letter 
appeared similar to tactics used two decades ago when 
Obayashi Corporation was seeking to develop its proposed 
Lihi Lani project of luxury homes and associated amenities. 
Cole was a founder of the Save Sunset Beach Coalition that 
successfully blocked the project.

At the time, Obayashi pressed its case through a group of local 
lobbyists and representatives who channeled campaign cash to 
an array of elected officials, and Cole says they also resorted to 
similar personal attacks.

"They wanted to paint us as the rich haoles on the beach," said 
Cole, who chairs the Oahu Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation.

Cole's brother, Shuyler "Lucky" Cole, has issued a written 
statement responding to several of the specific smear 
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allegations, which suggested that he operates four illegal 
vacation rentals at Kawela Bay which would be hurt by 
competition from an expanded resort.

A copy of the anonymous letter appears on the next page, 
followed by Lucky Cole's response.

-Ian Lind 
www.iLind.net 
ian@ilind.net
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I will comment on the attacks on “The Cole Family” and Team Real Estate, Inc.
 
Peter and his wife, Sally, have no ownership interests in Team Real Estate, Inc. or any of our rental 
properties, including the four licensed vacation rentals at Kawela Kai referred to in this unsigned 
document. Peter has never been particularly interested in real estate; however he has spent a lot of time 
and energy supporting Surfrider and other environmental causes. Doug Cole, their son and my nephew, 
works as an asset manager for Team Real Estate, Inc. Doug is also the current President of the Sunset 
Beach Community Association; Peter and I were SBCA Presidents in prior years. We are proud of Doug’s 
commitment to the community.
 
Both Peter and I unsuccessfully opposed the massive expansion of the Turtle Bay in the early 80s. I 
guess we were less of a threat then because I don’t remember any smear efforts at that time. However, 
attacks were frequent during the period of our opposition to the Lihilani Project and our support of the Ke 
Ala Pupukea Bike Path in the early 90s.
 
Specifically, my wife, Marilyn, and I acquired two lots and developed the four homes at Kawela Kai in 
1985. They were licensed as non conforming use transient vacation units in 1989; TVU # 002, 003, 004 
and 005. They are legal and the only vacation rentals we own. There is no requirement to be on 
commercial property. We also are in compliance, grandfathered, relative to the EPA regulations regarding 
cesspools on residential lots. We do not have any reason to believe they “leak into the ocean”. The author 
is incorrect in the assumption that the expansion will hurt our business and the value of these homes; on 
the contrary, our homes will be quite affordable alternatives to the multi million dollar condominiums now 
planned. We have been fortunate in our real estate investments which began in 1964. We do not 
speculate.
 
I retired from IBM in 1991; Marilyn and I acquired an existing property management company in 1993 to 
form Team Real Estate, Inc. Team Real Estate helps clients acquire, manage and sell real estate 
including long term rentals, licensed vacation rentals and short term furnished rentals. Other companies 
that “specialize in Vacation Rentals” on the internet are often not licensed as realtors or even registered to 
conduct business in Hawaii. Team is professionally managed and operated and is a member of the State 
Chamber of Commerce, the North Shore Chamber, the Hawaii Visitor and Convention Bureau and the 
Board of Realtors.
 
The Author erroneously blames Mark and the Kawela Bay Association for not providing access to Kawela 
Bay. Ironically, this was the responsibility of the Turtle Bay Resort and a major failure, in my opinion, to 
comply with the 1986 unilateral agreement.
 
Please email or call me at 638-7289 if you have any questions or comments.
 
Schuyler "Lucky" Cole, Owner of
Team Real Estate, Inc. & COLENET LLC
800-678-5263; 808-638-7289
808-638-8736 fax; 808-554-8113 cell
www.teamrealestate.com
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